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INTRODUCTION

Introduction
Please read this information to familiarise 
yourself with your McLaren MP4-12C and its 
features before you drive. This provides the 
necessary information for you to get the 
optimum benefit and enjoyment from your 
McLaren.

This publication must not be reproduced, 
translated or reprinted, in whole or in part, 
without written permission from McLaren 
Automotive Ltd. The equipment fitted to your 
McLaren may vary from that shown depending 
on vehicle and market specification.

McLaren is constantly updating its vehicles to 
meet and exceed the latest technologies. 
McLaren therefore reserves the right to 
introduce changes in design, equipment and 
technical features at any time.

The documents supplied with your McLaren are 
an integral part of the vehicle. Ensure that you 
pass them onto the new owner if you sell the 
vehicle.

The information is divided into specific 
sections, to assist in finding the particular 
information you require:

Before you drive
Details the settings you need to make in the 
cockpit to ensure you are fully prepared and 
have safe and easy access to all controls 
before driving.

Driving Controls 
This section contains detailed information 
regarding the equipment and driving controls 
fitted to your McLaren and how to use those 
controls to best effect during a journey.

Instruments
This section contains information on the 
instrument cluster, including information of how 
to view and change vehicle settings.
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Comfort and Convenience
Contains information on those systems and 
features which make the cockpit a pleasant 
environment in which to spend time.

Maintaining your McLaren
Information on maintaining your McLaren is 
here. Also included is advice on using your 
McLaren in winter weather and if you choose to 
drive your vehicle abroad, what to do if 
something should go wrong and how to 
manage any possible problems which arise as 
a result. Information on fuses, light bulbs and 
what to do if you experience a puncture.

Data and Technical glossary
Refer to this section when you need 
information regarding the fluids and quantities 
that are required for the various systems on 
your McLaren, or when you need to know a 
specific piece of data relating to your McLaren 
or its performance.

The Technical glossary contains a brief 
explanation of some of the more complex 
systems fitted to your McLaren. A McLaren 
Dealer will be able to assist should you need 
more information. 

Index
The table of contents and the index will help 
you find information quickly, when you need it.
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Symbols
You will find the following symbols in this Owner 
handbook. These symbols are intended to give 
you an instant visual message on what type of 
information is being displayed.

Warnings

A warning draws your attention to 
activities that could cause injury or 
death.

Notes

Notes draw your attention to activities 
that contain possible risks to your 
McLaren, provide advice that you may 
find useful, or give additional 
information regarding a particular 
subject.

Optional equipment

* Optional equipment is identified with 
an asterisk.
The equipment fitted to your McLaren 
may vary from that shown depending 
on vehicle specification.

Environmental note

Environmental notes give you tips on 
minimising the impact of you and your 
vehicle on the environment.
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Operating safety
WARNING: The electronic systems 
fitted to your McLaren interact with 

each other. Tampering with these systems 
could cause malfunctions in other 
interconnected systems. Such faults could 
seriously endanger the operational safety of 
your McLaren and your own safety.

Additional work or modifications made to 
the vehicle, which have been carried out 
incorrectly can also affect its operating 
safety. 

Vehicle use
Observe the following when using your 
McLaren:

 the safety notes throughout this information;
 road traffic laws and regulations.

WARNING: There are various warning 
labels attached to your McLaren. These 

are intended to make you and others aware 
of various risks. Do not remove any warning 
labels from the vehicle.

If you remove these warning labels, you or 
others may not then be aware of dangers, 
which may result in an injury.
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BEFORE YOU DRIVEOPENING AND CLOSING

General
The vehicle can be unlocked or locked either by 
using the keyless entry feature, or by pressing 
the appropriate button on the key fob.

Both methods are activated by the key fob.

For your convenience, provided that the engine 
is not running, the car can be locked 
irrespective of the electrical status, see Vehicle 
electrical status, page 50.

Keyless entry
Keyless entry allows the driver to unlock and 
disarm the vehicle by simply opening the door 
when the key fob is within 1.5 metres (5 feet) of 
the vehicle. The key fob needs only to be on 
the driver's person or in a non-metallic 
container such as a bag. It does not need to be 
exposed or handled.

Five sensors detect where the key fob is 
around the vehicle.

1. In vehicle sensor
2. Left-hand door sensor
3. Right-hand door sensor
4. Cup holder sensor
5. Luggage compartment sensor

2

5

3

1

4
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Key fob entry
Your McLaren includes two remote control key 
fobs. The key fob allows you to remotely lock 
and unlock the vehicle. 

NOTE: To prevent theft, only use the key 
fob in the immediate vicinity of the vehicle.

The key fob locks and unlocks the following:

 the doors (including fuel filler flap);
 the luggage compartment;

To unlock the vehicle, using the key fob, press 
the unlock button (arrowed) on the key fob. The 
front and rear direction indicators and the side 
repeaters flash twice and the anti-theft alarm 
system is deactivated.

WARNING: The key fob allows the 
engine to be started and is also used to 

activate other features on the vehicle.

Take the key fob with you, every time you 
leave the vehicle.

NOTE: Do not expose the key fob to high 
levels of electromagnetic radiation. Doing 

so may cause it to function incorrectly.

Stowing the key fob
For security, it is recommended that the key fob 
stays on your person when you are in the car. 
If, however, you wish to stow the key fob within 
the car, ensure that it is not left in plain view.

NOTE: Do not stow the key fob in the 
centre console stowage compartment or 

in the cup holders as the system will not detect 
its presence and the engine will not start.

Discharged battery
If you are unfortunate enough to experience a 
fully discharged battery, the vehicle can still be 
opened using the mechanical key, see 
Unlocking - discharged battery, page 177.

Car washes
NOTE: To prevent inadvertent opening of 
a door when using an automatic car wash, 

always lock the doors before entering the 
wash. If you intend to remain inside the vehicle, 
press the interior central locking button to 
ensure the doors do not open. The light in the 
button will illuminate to indicate that the doors 
are locked. 

For more information, see Washing your 
McLaren, page 192.

If using a car wash where your car will remain 
stationary during the wash cycle and you intend 
to exit the vehicle prior to washing, lock it using 
the key fob and stand well clear of the vehicle 
and the car wash, to ensure that the key fob is 
at least 3 metres (9.8 feet) or greater distance 
away from the vehicle and car wash.
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Opening a door
WARNING: Always stand to the rear of 
the door before opening it, as the 

opening action may cause injury. The speed 
that the door opens will be affected by 
ambient temperature.

NOTE: Because the door opens outwards 
and then upwards, ensure sufficient side 

and overhead clearance before opening a door, 
see Vehicle dimensions, page 206.

1. Touch the underside of the door panel (1) 
and slowly move your hand from front to 
rear. If keyless entry is used, the front and 
rear direction indicators and the side 
repeaters flash twice and the anti-theft 
alarm system is deactivated.

NOTE: The door needs to sense 
movement in the direction described to 

release the door latch. The sensor will not 
be activated if it is just touched or the hand 
is moved from the rear to the front.

2. The door latch will then release, allowing 
the door to be partially raised before it 
automatically swings outwards and 
upwards. The mirrors will unfold if folded.

NOTE: When the door is opened, the 
window will lower slightly. It will raise 

to the closed position once the door is shut. 
If the window does not lower, take care 
when opening and closing the door. Do not 
force the door during opening or closing, as 
this could lead to the door seals or window 
becoming damaged. 

NOTE: If the vehicle is unlocked using 
the key fob but the doors or luggage 

compartment are not opened, the vehicle 
will re-lock after 30 seconds.

1 2
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Locking a door

1. Close the door.
2. To lock the vehicle using the key fob, press 

the lock button (arrowed) on the key fob. 
The front and rear direction indicators and 
the side repeaters flash in a rapid, circular 
sequence around the car. The anti-theft 
alarm system is activated.

3. If using the keyless entry feature, touch the 
underside of the driver's side air intake 
panel (2).

NOTE: Ensure the key is within a 1.5m 
(5 feet) range when using the keyless 

entry feature.

NOTE: The sensor will recognise a 
single touch.

4. The indicators flash to indicate that the anti-
theft alarm system is activated and the 
mirrors will fold.

NOTE: An audible 'mis-lock' signal will 
sound if there is an attempt to lock the 

vehicle when the key fob is inside the 
vehicle, see Mis-lock, page 12.

1 2
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Mis-lock

If either the door, the luggage compartment lid 
or the engine cover is left open or the key fob is 
still inside the vehicle and the lock button 
(arrowed) is pressed, there will be a momentary 
sounding of the alarm horn to alert you.

Check that the doors, the luggage 
compartment lid or the engine cover are all 
closed and re-lock the vehicle.

Individual settings
If you frequently travel without passengers, you 
can change the locking system so that only the 
driver's door is unlocked, see Auto Door Lock, 
page 112.

If only the driver's door has been configured to 
unlock, the passenger’s door can only be 
unlocked by either touching the underside of 
the door panel for a second time, pressing the 
unlock button on the key fob again or by 
pressing the central locking button on the 
centre console.

Locking and unlocking from inside

1. Press the central locking button (arrowed) 
to lock the vehicle, the light in the button will 
illuminate to indicate that the vehicle is 
locked.

2. Press the central locking button again to 
unlock the vehicle and the light in the button 
will extinguish.

D

R

P
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Opening a door from inside
A door can be opened from inside the vehicle 
at any time, even if it has been locked. Open 
the doors only if the vehicle is stationary and 
road and traffic conditions permit.

NOTE: Because the door opens outwards 
and then upwards, ensure sufficient side 

and overhead clearance before opening a door.

1. Pull door handle upwards, in direction of 
arrow, and push the door outwards until the 
opening mechanism takes over. The door 
will then swing outwards and upwards 
automatically.

NOTE: When the door is opened, the 
window will lower slightly. It will raise 

to the closed position once the door is shut. 
If the window does not lower, take care 
when opening and closing the door. Do not 
force the door during opening or closing, as 
this could lead to the door seals or window 
becoming damaged. 

Closing a door
1. Exit the vehicle.
2. Push the door downwards and ensure that 

it latches securely.

WARNING: Ensure no-one can be 
trapped as the door closes.

NOTE: If window does not close, this may 
be due to an anti-trap event. To resolve 

this, please try one of the below options:

 Reopen and close door;
 Press lock button on key fob to request 

window close;
 Lock vehicle using the sensor on the 

underside of the air intake panel.

In the event of continuous anti-trap events, you 
can revert the window to manual mode. This is 
done by placing your hand on the exterior lock 
sensor for a period of time. The window will 
continue to rise until you remove your hand 
from the sensor. This will only be available if 
the above three methods do not resolve the 
anti-trap event.

NOTE: Do not force the door closed, the 
door seals or window could be damaged.

1

AUTO

20.0 C0

MONO AC AUTO
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Automatic locking
The doors and the luggage compartment lock 
automatically after the vehicle has driven away.

NOTE: The doors unlock automatically in 
an accident if the force of the impact 

exceeds a predetermined level.

The automatic locking function can be switched 
off, see Auto Door Lock, page 112. 
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Engine cover
Opening

WARNING: The exhaust tail pipes can 
be very hot and there is a risk of severe 

burns. Only open the engine cover from the 
side of the vehicle.

WARNING: There is a risk of injury if 
the engine cover is open, even when 

the engine is not running. 

Engine components become very hot and 
there is a risk of severe burns.

The engine ignition system carries a high 
voltage. Never touch ignition system 
components; ignition coil, ignition cables, 
(spark plug connections).

1. Press the release button (arrowed) on the 
rear face of the driver's door, the engine 
cover will open slightly.

2. From the side of the vehicle, grasp the 
lower edge and lift the engine cover. The 
gas struts will support it in the raised 
position.

Closing
WARNING: The exhaust tail pipes can 
be very hot and there is a risk of severe 

burns. Only close the engine cover from the 
side of the vehicle.

Pull the engine cover down squarely from the 
side of the vehicle and ensure that the cover 
latches securely on both sides.

AU
TO

2
0
.0

C0

M
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AUTO
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Luggage compartment
Opening

1. Press the button (arrowed) on the key fob 
the luggage compartment will unlock and 
open slightly.

NOTE: The luggage compartment is 
located at the front of the vehicle.

2. Alternatively, press the button (arrowed) to 
unlock and open the luggage compartment. 

NOTE: The luggage compartment will 
only open if the vehicle is stationary.

3. Release the safety latch and open the 
luggage compartment.

D

R

P
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Closing
WARNING: Ensure that no-one can be 
trapped as you close the luggage 

compartment.

1. Pull the luggage compartment lid down 
firmly and ensure that it is latched securely.

NOTE: Do not leave the key fob in the 
luggage compartment, as the vehicle 

will lock, and you may be locked out of the 
car.

NOTE: If the vehicle had previously 
been locked, it will still be locked and 

the indicators will flash as the lid closes.
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ANTI-THEFT SYSTEM

Alarm system
A visual and audible alarm is triggered if the 
alarm system is armed and any of the following 
are opened.

 a door;
 the engine cover;
 the luggage compartment.

NOTE: The alarm remains triggered even 
if you close the open aperture. To silence 

the alarm, unlock the vehicle.

The alarm system also incorporates the 
following features:

 tow-away protection;
 interior motion sensor.

Arming the alarm system
1. Lock the vehicle (using the keyless system 

or the key fob). The anti-theft alarm system 
will be armed after approximately 15 
seconds.

2. The light in the central locking button 
(arrowed) will illuminate for a period of time 
and will begin flashing to indicate that the 
alarm is armed.

Disarming the alarm system
1. Unlock the vehicle (using the keyless 

system or the key fob), the alarm will disarm 
and the light in central locking button will 
stop flashing.

Immobiliser
The immobiliser prevents your McLaren from 
being started by an unauthorised person.

The vehicle is automatically immobilised when 
it senses that there is no key fob present in the 
vehicle.

Remobilisation occurs when a key fob is 
sensed inside the vehicle.

D

R

P
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Tow-away protection
Tow-away protection is designed to prevent any 
attempt to steal the vehicle by suspended tow 
or by lifting onto a trailer. 

The alarm is triggered if the vehicle is raised or 
tilted in any way.

Tow-away protection is armed approximately 
30 seconds after the vehicle has been locked 
and is disarmed when the vehicle is unlocked.

Disabling tow-away protection
Disable tow-away protection manually if your 
vehicle is being transported, e.g. loaded onto a 
ferry or vehicle transporter or is parked on a 
movable surface, e.g. in a split-level garage.

1. To disable tow-away protection, switch off 
the ignition, open the driver's door and 
press the button (arrowed) on the rear edge 
of the driver's door. The light in the switch 
will illuminate to indicate that tow-away 
protection has been disabled.

NOTE: You cannot disable tow-away 
protection if the ignition is switched on.

2. Close the driver's door and lock the vehicle 
(using the keyless system or the key fob). 
Tow-away protection remains disabled until 
you unlock the vehicle.
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Interior motion sensor
The alarm is triggered if your vehicle is locked 
and movement is detected inside, e.g. if 
someone breaks a window or reaches into the 
vehicle through an open window.

The interior motion sensor is armed 
approximately 30 seconds after the vehicle has 
been locked and is disarmed when the vehicle 
is unlocked.

NOTE: To prevent false alarms close the 
windows when leaving the vehicle and do 

not hang anything on the interior mirror.

Disabling the interior motion sensor
Disable the interior motion sensor if people or 
animals are to remain in the locked vehicle.

1. To disable the interior motion sensor, switch 
off the ignition, open the driver's door and 
press the button (arrowed) on the rear edge 
of the driver's door. The light in the switch 
will illuminate to indicate that the interior 
motion sensor has been disabled.

NOTE: You cannot disable the interior 
motion sensor if the ignition is 

switched on.

2. Close the driver's door and lock the vehicle 
(using the keyless system or the key fob). 
The interior motion sensor remains disabled 
until you unlock the vehicle.
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SEATS

Safety
WARNING: Adjust the driver's seat 
when the vehicle is stationary. You 

may not be able to observe road and traffic 
conditions and you could lose control of the 
vehicle as a result of the seat moving. You 
could therefore cause an accident.

WARNING: The seats can be moved 
even without a key fob in the vehicle. 

Do not leave children unattended in the 
vehicle, they could be injured if a seat is 
moved accidentally. 

WARNING: Ensure that no-one can 
become trapped as the seat moves.

To reduce the risk of injuries in the event of 
an accident, observe the following:

 All vehicle occupants must select a seat 
position that allows the seat belt to be 
worn correctly, but is as far away from 
the front air bags as possible. The 
position of the driver's seat must allow 
the driver to drive the vehicle safely. The 
distance from the driver's seat to the 
pedals must be such that the driver can 
fully depress the pedals. The distance 
between the driver's chest and the 
centre of the air bag cover must be more 
than 25 centimetres. The driver's arms 
should be slightly bent when holding the 
steering wheel.

 Vehicle occupants must always wear 
their seat belt correctly.

 Position the passenger seat as far back 
as is comfortable.

WARNING: To reduce the risk of injury 
to a child in an accident, sharp braking 

or a sudden change in direction:

 Children under 1.35 m tall or younger 
than 12 years of age must be secured in 
a suitable child restraint.

 If you are using a child restraint on the 
passenger seat, move the seat as far 
back as possible.
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Manual seats
Manual seat forward and rearward 
adjustment

Lift the lever (arrowed), move the seat to the 
desired position and release the lever to lock 
the seat.

WARNING: Ensure the seat is locked in 
position before driving.

NOTE: Ensure that there are no items of 
luggage in the footwell or behind, 

underneath or to the side of the seats. This may 
lead to the seats being damaged.

Manual seat backrest rake adjustment
WARNING: To minimise the risk of 
injury, position the backrest as close 

as possible to vertical.

Lift the lever (arrowed), move the seat backrest 
to the position required, and release the lever.
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Manual seat height adjustment

Press the switch (arrowed) up or down until the 
seat reaches the desired height.

NOTE: Height adjustment is only available 
on the driver's seat.
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Electric seats*
Electric seat adjustment

The seat adjustment switch is on the front face 
of the seat base.

NOTE: Ensure there are no items of 
luggage in the footwell or behind, beneath 

or to the side of the seats, or the seats may be 
damaged.

Forward or rearward adjustment

Press the switch (1) up or down until the seat 
reaches the desired position.

Electric seat backrest rake adjustment
WARNING: To minimise the risk of 
injury, position the backrest as close 

as possible to vertical.

Press the switch (2) up or down until the 
backrest is in the required position.

WARNING: Ensure there are no items 
beneath the passenger seat or the 

occupant protection system may not 
function correctly.

2

3

1
2

3

1
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Electric seat height adjustment

Press the switch (3) up or down until the seat 
reaches the desired height.

Electric seat lumbar adjustment

Press (1) to select lower lumbar support or 
press (2) to select upper lumbar support.

Press (3) to inflate or (4) to deflate the selected 
lumbar support.

Storing a seat and mirror position
Specific seat and exterior mirror positions can 
be stored for each driver.

Set the seat and mirrors to the desired 
positions, see Electric seats*, page 24 and 
Exterior mirrors, page 39.

Press and hold the memory set button (1) and 
then simultaneously press any of the memory 
position buttons (2) to store the setting.

2

3

1

2

4

1

3

1
2
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Recalling a seat and mirror position
WARNING: Only recall a seat and 
mirror position when the vehicle is 

stationary. You may not be able to observe 
road and traffic conditions and you could 
lose control of the vehicle as a result of the 
seat moving. You could therefore cause an 
accident.

Press the button (2) where the required setting 
is stored, and hold until the seat and mirrors 
have completed their adjustment.

Comfort entry/exit
WARNING: Ensure that no-one can 
become trapped as the seat moves.

When Comfort entry/exit is active, the driver's 
seat will move fully rearwards and to its lowest 
position when the ignition is off and the driver's 
door is opened. 

This assists exit from the vehicle. To switch the 
feature on or off, see Comfort Entry/Exit, 
page 113.

Use the seat and mirror memory recall feature 
to return the seat to your preferred position. If 
no seat positions are stored in memory, 
readjust the seat using the controls.

1
2
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Heated seats
WARNING: To avoid the risk of injury, 
constantly monitor the seat 

temperature.

Press button (1) once to switch seat heating to 
the low temperature setting, the button 
illuminates amber. Press again to switch to the 
high temperature setting, the button illuminates 
red.

Press button (1) again to switch seat heating 
off.

The seat heater will remain in operation until 
switched off.

1
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STEERING WHEEL AND STEERING COLUMN

Steering wheel adjustment
WARNING: Only adjust the steering 
wheel when the vehicle is stationary. 

You may not be able to observe road and 
traffic conditions safely. This could lead to 
you losing control of the vehicle which may 
result in an accident.

The steering wheel can be adjusted for height 
and reach.

Push the lever (highlighted) downwards and 
position the steering wheel so that: 

 your arms are slightly bent when you hold 
the wheel;

 you can move your legs freely;
 you can see all the displays in the 

instrument cluster clearly.

Pull the lever to secure the steering wheel. 
Ensure the lever is locked before driving.

Horn
Press the centre of the steering wheel to 
operate the horn.

NOTE: The horn can be operated when 
the ignition is switched off.
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OCCUPANT SAFETY 

Seat belts
Seat belts and child restraint systems are the 
most effective means of restraining vehicle 
occupants from impact forces, which, in turn, 
minimises the danger of injury from interior 
impacts and the effects of whiplash.

WARNING: A seat belt which is not 
worn, is worn incorrectly, or has not 

been engaged fully in the seat belt buckle, 
cannot perform its intended function. To 
avoid injuries, ensure that all vehicle 
occupants wear their seat belt correctly at 
all times.

Ensure that the belt:

 is routed as low as possible across your 
pelvic area, i.e. across your hip joints 
and not across your abdomen;

 fits closely;
 is not twisted;
 is routed across the middle of your 

shoulder;

 is not routed across your neck or under 
your arm;

 pull upwards on the shoulder belt to 
check it fits closely across your pelvic 
area.

Do not secure any objects with a seat belt if 
the seat belt is being used by a vehicle 
occupant.

Avoid wearing bulky clothing.

Do not route the belt across sharp edged or 
fragile objects especially if these are on or 
in your clothing The seat belt could be 
damaged and you could be injured.

Only one person should use each seat belt 
at any one time.

Never allow children to travel on the lap of 
another occupant.

Children under 1.35 m tall or younger than 
12 years of age must be secured in a 
suitable child restraint. Follow the 
manufacturer's instructions when installing 
child restraint systems.
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WARNING: Pregnant women should 
wear a seat belt to ensure maximum 

safety of mother and unborn child. Position 
the lap belt across the hips, beneath the 
abdomen and position the diagonal belt 
between the breasts and to the side of the 
abdomen. Ensure the belt is not slack or 
twisted.

WARNING: The seat belt only provides 
its intended degree of protection if the 

seat backrest is positioned close to vertical, 
and the occupant is sitting upright.

WARNING: The seat belt cannot 
perform its function correctly if the 

seat belt or buckle are dirty or damaged. 
Ensure the belt latch engages the buckle 
fully.

Check the seat belts regularly to ensure that 
they are not damaged, or routed over sharp 
edges and are not trapped. The belt could 
tear in an accident, causing injury to 
occupants.

Have seat belts checked if the belts have 
been damaged or subjected to a heavy load. 
Work on the seat belts should only be 
carried out by a McLaren Dealer.
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Wearing a seat belt

1. Ensure that you are seated comfortably and 
the controls are within easy reach.

2. Grasp the seat belt latch and pull across the 
body, ensuring that the belt lies flat across 
the mid point of the collar bone between the 
neck and shoulder, then across the chest 
and pelvis. 

3. With the belt correctly positioned insert the 
latch into the buckle and press until a click 
is heard to confirm engagement.

Seat belt tensioners
The seat belts incorporate belt tensioners. Belt 
tensioners apply tension to the seat belts in an 
accident, pulling them tight against the 
occupant.

WARNING: Do not insert the belt latch 
into the passenger seat belt buckle if 

the passenger seat is unoccupied. The belt 
tensioners could be triggered in an 
accident.

WARNING: Belt tensioners do not 
correct an incorrect sitting position or 

incorrectly worn seat belts.

Belt tensioners do not pull occupants back 
towards the backrests.

The belt tensioner will be triggered for each 
seat belt, provided the belt latch is engaged in 
the seat belt buckle, if a head-on or rear-end 
collision occurs and the vehicle decelerates or 
accelerates rapidly.

If the belt tensioners are triggered, a bang will 
be heard, a small amount of dust may be 
released and the Supplementary Restraint 
System warning light will illuminate.

Belt force limiters
The seat belts incorporate belt force limiters. 
Belt force limiters are tuned to the front air bags 
and gradually release the tension being applied 
to the belts during an impact, thus reducing the 
force exerted on occupants.

Seat belt warning light
The seat belt warning light in the 
instrument cluster and a warning tone 

reminds vehicle occupants to fasten their seat 
belts. The seat belt warning light extinguishes 
and the warning tone ceases when the driver 
and passenger have fastened their seat belt.
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Supplementary Restraint System
Air bag system

Your McLaren is equipped with the following air 
bags:

 driver's front air bag in the steering wheel;
 passenger front air bag in the dashboard;
 side head air bags in the doors.

WARNING: Air bags are not a 
substitute for correctly worn seat belts, 

they enhance the level of occupant 
protection offered by seat belts.

WARNING: Correct operation of the air 
bags can only be guaranteed if the 

steering wheel, the passenger air bag cover 
and the door trim are not covered.

WARNING: To reduce the risk of 
injuries in the event of an accident, 

observe the following points:

 Ensure that the driver's chest is at least 
25 centimetres (10 inches) from the air 
bag cover.

 Do not lean forward over the dashboard 
while the vehicle is in motion.

 Do not rest your feet on the dashboard.
 Only hold the steering wheel by the 

outside of the rim. You could be injured 
if the air bag deploys and you are 
holding the inside of the steering wheel.

 Occupants, particularly children must 
not lean on the doors from inside the 
vehicle.

 Ensure that there are no other objects 
between the vehicle occupants and the 
deployment area of the air bags.

 Because of the high speed at which air 
bags deploy, there is a risk of injuries 
caused by an inflating air bag.
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Front air bags

The driver's front air bag (1) deploys in front of 
the steering wheel and the passenger front air 
bag (2) deploys in front of and above the 
dashboard.

The front air bags are deployed if the system 
determines they can offer additional protection 
for occupants against head and chest injuries.

NOTE: The passenger front air bag is only 
triggered if the PASSENGER AIR BAG 

OFF warning light on the overhead console is 
NOT illuminated, see Occupant classification 
system - front passenger seat, page 34.

Side head air bags
WARNING: To reduce the risk of injury 
to occupants if a side head air bag is 

triggered, ensure that:

 there are no other objects between the 
vehicle occupants and the deployment 
area of the air bags;

 no accessories are attached to the 
doors;

 no heavy or sharp objects are left in the 
pockets in clothing;

 occupants - in particular, children - must 
never lean their head on the doors.

The side head air bags (left-hand arrowed) are 
located in the upper area of each door panel, 
and are deployed if the system determines they 
can offer additional protection for the head of 
the occupant on the side of the vehicle on 
which the impact occurs.

NOTE: The passenger side head air bag 
is only deployed if the passenger seat is 

occupied.
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Occupant classification system - front 
passenger seat 
The system can determine if the passenger 
seat is occupied using weight sensors in the 
seat base and by checking the seat belt buckle 
engagement on the passenger seat belt. The 
passenger front air bag will not be active unless 
a specific weight is exceeded. This allows child 
restraint systems to be used on the passenger 
seat.

The status of the air bags is indicated by the 
PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light 
(arrowed) on the overhead console. 

The PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light 
illuminates when the ignition is switched on and 
extinguishes after 5 seconds.

The warning light will remain illuminated if the 
passenger seat is unoccupied or if a child seat 
is fitted.

NOTE: The PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF 
warning light is always illuminated unless 

the specific weight is exceeded.

If the PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning 
light is illuminated, the passenger front air bag 
is not active. The side head air bag and the belt 
tensioner on the passenger side remain active 
even if the PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF 
warning light is illuminated.

WARNING: If the PASSENGER AIR 
BAG OFF warning light is not 

illuminated when the child seat is fitted, the 
front air bag is not deactivated. The child 
could be seriously injured if the passenger 
air bag inflates.

WARNING: To ensure that the 
occupant classification system 

functions correctly, never place objects 
under the seat.

WARNING: To ensure that the 
occupant classification system 

functions correctly, never place objects 
(e.g. a cushion) under the child restraint 
system. The entire base of the child 
restraint system must be in contact with the 
seat at all times. If a child restraint system 
is not fitted correctly it may not provide the 
intended degree of protection in the event 
of an accident and may cause injuries.

PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF

2

2
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Air bag deployment
In the event of a collision, the air bags deploy 
and the Supplementary Restraint System 
warning light will illuminate, see Supplementary 
Restraint System warning light, page 35.

Air bag deployment slows down and restricts 
the movement of the vehicle occupant reducing 
the load on the body. The air bags are in a 
depressurised state following an accident.

WARNING: If the air bags are deployed, 
a bang will be heard and a small 

amount of fine powder may be released. 
The noise will not damage your hearing and 
the powder does not constitute a health 
hazard nor does it imply that a fire has 
broken out. This powder could cause short-
term breathing difficulties for persons 
suffering from asthma or other respiratory 
conditions. To prevent breathing 
difficulties, leave the vehicle as soon as 
possible or open a window.

WARNING: After an air bag has been 
triggered, air bag parts are hot, do not 

touch them. Have the air bags replaced at a 
McLaren Dealer.

Supplementary Restraint System warning 
light

The Supplementary Restraint System 
performs a self-test at regular intervals 

when the ignition is switched on and the engine 
is running.

The warning light in the instrument cluster 
illuminates when you switch on the ignition and 
extinguishes 5 seconds after the engine is 
started.

WARNING: A malfunction has occurred 
if any of the following occur. Contact a 

McLaren Dealer.

 the warning light does not illuminate 
when you switch on the ignition;

 the light does not extinguish a few 
seconds after the engine is running;

 the light illuminates again, after the 
engine has started.

Safety features
If you are unfortunate enough to be involved in 
an accident the following events will occur to 
assist you and any recovery personnel:

 the doors will unlock;
 the hazard warning lights will switch on;
 the interior lighting will switch on;

In some instances, the fuel system will also be 
switched off;
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Child passengers
WARNING: Do not leave children 
unsupervised in the vehicle even if 

they are secured in a child restraint. 
Children could injure themselves on parts 
of the vehicle, open a door and be seriously 
or even fatally harmed by prolonged 
exposure to heat or cold.

If children open a door, they could cause 
injury to others in doing so or get out of the 
vehicle and possibly injure themselves or 
they could be injured by a passing vehicle.

Do not expose the child restraint system to 
direct sunlight. The metal parts of the child 
restraint system could burn the child.

Do not carry heavy or hard objects inside 
the vehicle unless they are secured.

An unsecured or incorrectly positioned load 
increases the risk of injury to the child 
during sharp braking, a sudden change of 
direction or an accident.

Child restraint systems
Secure any child under 1.35 m tall or younger 
than 12 years of age travelling in the vehicle in 
an appropriate category restraint according to 
their weight. McLaren recommend the use of 
specific child restraints. Contact a McLaren 
Dealer for advice.

WARNING: Never secure a rearward-
facing child restraint system on the 

passenger seat if the passenger front air 
bag is active. The status is indicated by the 
PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF indicator.

Category Weight

Category 0 Up to 10 kg

Category 0+s Up to 13 kg 

Category I 9 to 18 kg

Category II 15 to 25 kg

Category III 22 to 36 kg 

PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF

2

2
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WARNING: If the PASSENGER AIR 
BAG OFF indicator does not illuminate, 

do not use a rearward-facing child restraint 
system on the passenger seat. Use a 
forward-facing child restraint system on the 
passenger seat. The warning label on the 
passenger side is there to remind you of 
this.

WARNING: If a forward facing child 
seat is fitted to the passenger seat, 

make sure that the passenger seat is fully 
rearwards and is positioned at the lowest 
height. A manual passenger seat does not 
have height adjustment.

WARNING: If the child restraint system 
has not been fitted correctly, the child 

cannot be restrained in an accident or 
sudden braking and could be injured. When 
fitting a child restraint system, observe the 
manufacturer's instructions on the correct 
use of the child restraint.

Never place objects (e.g. a cushion) 
underneath the child restraint. The base of 
the child restraint system must always be in 
full contact with the seat. If a child restraint 
system is not fitted correctly it may not 
provide the intended degree of protection 
and may even cause injuries.
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KISI child seat function
Your McLaren is fitted with a KISI system which 
is an automatic locking seat belt on the 
passenger side designed to temporarily lock 
the seat belt to securely hold the child restraint 
in the passenger seat.

1. Extend the passenger seat belt fully. The 
KISI system only engages when the seat 
belt is fully extended.

NOTE: If the vehicle is parked on a hill 
the inertia lock may stop the seat belt 

extending. If this occurs, release the seat 
belt slightly and continue to extend the seat 
belt carefully to avoid the engagement of 
the inertia lock.

2. Pass the seat belt through the child restraint 
as described by the child restraint 
manufacturer and engage the belt latch in 
the buckle.

3. Adjust the belt so that the lower section is 
tight against the restraint and allow the 
upper section to retract. The KISI system 
will click as the belt retracts.

4. When the seat belt has retracted as far as 
possible, pull on the upper section to check 
that the seat belt has locked.

NOTE: The KISI system will 
disengage when the seat belt has fully 

retracted and can then be worn as a normal 
seat belt. Once the KISI system has 
unlocked, it will be necessary to fully extend 
the seat belt to engage the KISI system the 
next time a child restraint is used.

Footwells
WARNING: Never store any items of 
any description in either footwell to 

ensure that nothing can impede operation 
of the controls or become a hazard in the 
event of an accident.

Ensure any mats are correctly fitted and 
secured. 
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MIRRORS

Safety
WARNING: Before driving, adjust all 
mirrors to give the best possible view 

of road and traffic conditions.

Interior mirror
Adjust the interior mirror, to get a good view of 
the road and traffic conditions.

Move the lever on the bottom of the mirror to 
avoid being dazzled by lights from vehicles 
behind.

Exterior mirrors
WARNING: In some markets, the 
exterior mirrors have convex glass 

fitted. This type of mirror enlarges the field 
of vision, but reduces the size of the image. 
This means that objects are closer than 
they appear.

To avoid misjudging the distance to 
vehicles travelling behind and perhaps 
causing an accident, check the actual 
distance of the vehicle, before changing 
direction.

The exterior mirrors control is located on the 
dashboard between the steering wheel and the 
centre console.
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Adjusting mirrors
1. Switch the ignition on.

2. Rotate the control to the left (1) to adjust the 
left-hand mirror or to the right (2) to adjust 
the right-hand mirror.

3. Move the control up, down left and right to 
adjust the mirror to the desired position.

Exterior mirror fold
1. Switch the ignition on.
2. Rotate the control to position (3) to fold the 

mirrors.
3. To unfold the mirrors rotate the control away 

from position (3).

NOTE: If the switch remains in 
position (3) the mirrors will be folded 

until the switch is moved.

Exterior mirror automatic fold
The exterior mirrors can be set so that they fold 
automatically when the vehicle is locked. 
Unfolding occurs as a door is opened, not when 
the vehicle is unlocked. See Auto Fold Mirrors, 
page 112.

Mirror dipping in reverse
The exterior mirrors can be set to dip when 
reverse is engaged. This provides a view of the 
ground to the rear of the vehicle. See Reverse 
Mirror Dip, page 113.

Heated mirrors
Exterior mirrors are heated when the rear 
screen heater is in operation, and the engine is 
running. They are also heated when the 
ambient temperature is below 5°C (41°F).
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LIGHTING

Light switch
WARNING: The lights do not switch on 
automatically in foggy conditions.

Automatic light control is only an aid, you 
are responsible for the vehicle's lighting at 
all times.

The light switch is located between the steering 
wheel and the door and has the following 
positions.

At position (0), the lights are off.

Rotate the control to position (A) for automatic 
light control.

Rotate the control to position (1) for sidelamps 
or position (2) for headlamps. The side lamp or 
headlamp warning light illuminates in the 
instrument cluster.

NOTE: A warning tone sounds if the 
driver's door is opened while the 

sidelamps or headlamps are switched on.

Automatic light control
The sidelamps and dipped beam headlamps 
are switched on automatically when ambient 
light falls below a predetermined level.

To switch on automatic light control, turn the 
light switch to position (A).
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Sidelamps
The sidelamps and the daytime running lamps 
are a combined series of Light Emitting Diodes 
located around the outside of the dipped beam 
headlamp. The sidelamps operate at a lower 
intensity than the daytime running lamps, see 
Daytime running lamps, page 43.

The sidelamps and licence plate lamps 
illuminate when the light switch is turned to 
position (1).

The sidelamps warning light in the 
instrument cluster illuminates.

Headlamps
To switch on the headlamps, turn the light 
switch to (2).

 The headlamps warning light in the 
instrument cluster illuminates.

Main beam headlamps

To switch to main beams, push the stalk away 
from you.

The main beam headlamps warning light 
illuminates in the instrument cluster.

 Pull the stalk towards you, to revert to dipped 
beams.

Headlamp flash
Pull the stalk fully towards you.

The main beam headlamps operate for as long 
as the stalk is held.

The main beam headlamps warning light 
illuminates in the instrument cluster.
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Daytime running lamps
Your McLaren is fitted with daytime running 
lamps which illuminate automatically when the 
ignition is switched on even if all lights are 
switched off. The sidelamps and the daytime 
running lamps are a combined series of Light 
Emitting Diodes located around the outside of 
the dipped beam headlamp. The daytime 
running lamps operate at a higher intensity than 
the sidelamps.

Rear fog lamp
NOTE: The rear fog lamp only operates 
when dipped beam headlamps are on.

Ensure that the dipped beam headlamps are 
switched on.

Press the fog light button (arrowed) in the 
centre of the light switch.

The warning light in the instrument cluster 
and the light in the switch both illuminate.
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Direction indicators

Push the indicator/main beam stalk downwards 
(1) to switch on the left-hand indicator.

Push the indicator/main beam stalk upwards 
(2) to switch on the right-hand indicator.

The corresponding warning light in the 
instrument cluster will flash.

The stalk returns to its rest position as the 
steering wheel returns to its central position.

Indicators - lane change
Move the indicator/main beam stalk until 
resistance is felt when changing lanes on a 
motorway. The appropriate indicator flashes 
three times.

For further information about the lighting see 
Light switch, page 41.

Hazard warning lamps
The hazard warning lamps operate even if the 
ignition is switched off. As a safety feature, they 
switch on automatically when an air bag is 
triggered.

Operating the hazard warning lamps

1. Press the hazard warning lamps button 
(arrowed).

2. All the indicator lamps and both indicator 
warning lights in the instrument cluster 
flash.
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3. Press the hazard warning lamps button 
again to switch off.

NOTE: If the hazard warning lamps 
have been switched on automatically, 

press the hazard warning lamps button 
once to switch them off.

Panic alarm
The panic alarm function is designed to attract 
attention by sounding the horn and flashing the 
indicator lamps repeatedly. 

The panic alarm can be switched on by 
pressing the hazard warning lamps button for a 
period of 3 seconds or more.

The horn will cease after the panic alarm has 
been active for a long period of time, but the 
indictor lamps will continue to flash. The horn 
can be re-initiated by pressing the hazard 
warning lamps button for a period of 3 seconds 
or more.

To switch the panic alarm off, press the hazard 
warning lamps button a single time.

Parking lights

NOTE: The parking lights can only be 
switched on when the ignition is switched 

off.

1. To switch the parking lights on, press the 
indicator/main beam stalk down for the left-
hand side or push up for the right-hand 
side. The selected parking lights will 
illuminate.

2. To switch the parking lights off, move the 
indicator/main beam stalk to the central 
position.

NOTE: If the ignition is switched on while 
the parking lights are still on, the 

indicators will not operate until the parking 
lights are switched off.
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WIPER AND WASHERS

Windscreen wiper

1. Windscreen wiper off
2. Automatic wipe
3. Slow wipe
4. Fast wipe

NOTE: Switch off the windscreen wiper in 
dry weather, dirt can cause inadvertent 

wiper sweeps which could damage the wiper 
blade or windscreen.

Operating the windscreen wiper
1. Ensure the ignition is switched on.
2. Move the wiper stalk to the required 

position

NOTE: If the windscreen wiper is 
switched on and the vehicle comes to 

a halt, the windscreen wiper automatically 
switches to intermittent wipe, until the 
vehicle moves away.

Automatic wipe
A rain sensor, located on the windscreen 
behind the rear view mirror, measures the 
quantity of water on the screen and operates 
the wiper at the most appropriate speed. 

To select, move the windscreen wiper stalk to 
the automatic wipe position (2).

The wiper will wipe once. The wipe frequency 
then depends on how wet the windscreen is.

Only select the automatic wipe position in 
damp weather conditions or when it is raining.

To adjust the sensitivity of the rain sensor, see 
Wiper Sensitivity, page 114.

NOTE: Automatic wipe is cancelled when 
a door is opened. This prevents occupants 

exiting the vehicle from being sprayed with 
water. Wiping continues when the door is 
closed again.

Slow wipe
Move the wiper stalk to position (3), to operate 
the wipers at slow speed.

Return the stalk to position (1) to switch off.

Fast wipe
Move the wiper stalk to position (4), to operate 
the wipers at fast speed.

Return the stalk to position (1) to switch off.
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Single wipe

1. For a slow single wipe, briefly push the 
wiper stalk and release. The wiper will 
operate once at slow speed, without 
washers.

2. For a fast single wipe, push and hold the 
wiper stalk down. The windscreen wiper will 
perform a continuous fast wipe until the 
stalk is released.

Windscreen wash/wipe

Pull the wiper stalk towards you.

The windscreen washers and wiper will operate 
at a slow speed for as long at the stalk is held.

When the stalk is released, the wiper will 
complete its cycle and return to the parked 
position. After a period of time the wiper will 
operate once more to wipe any remaining 
washer fluid from the windscreen.

NOTE: The position of the washer jets are 
set during vehicle manufacture and should 

not need adjusting. If a problem occurs, consult 
a McLaren Dealer.

Headlamp wash
The headlamp wash only operates when the 
headlights are on. The system monitors the 
windscreen wash/wipe function, and every 
seventh operation triggers the headlamp wash. 
When the ignition is switched off, the automatic 
headlamp wash count resets to zero.

NOTE: The headlamp washers do not 
operate at speeds above 100 mph, (160 

kph).
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Vehicle electrical status
The vehicle will implement one of the following 
statuses according to the criteria detailed.

NOTE: The engine can be started from 
any of the following states, except Locked. 

If the car is in Sleep mode, the START/STOP 
button will need to be pressed for more than 
two seconds.

NOTE: If the vehicle detects the battery 
charge is getting too low, it will adopt the 

Awake status to conserve energy. Accessory 
and Ignition will be prohibited, but Crank will 
still be available. This is to allow the engine to 
be started so that battery recharging can 
commence.

Locked
Vehicle is locked in low power mode.

Sleep
Vehicle is unlocked in low power mode.

Awake
Door is opened or START/STOP button 
pressed, when the car is in Sleep mode.

Time, odometer reading and battery status are 
available in the left-hand display. Fuel gauge 
operates in right-hand display.

If there is no further activity after two minutes, 
the vehicle will return to the Sleep status.

Accessory
START/STOP button is pressed, when car is in 
Awake mode.

Windows and Heater/air conditioning controls 
operate. Head unit and instrument cluster 
menus are available.

If there is no further activity after 15 minutes, 
the vehicle will return to the Sleep status.
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